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Advocate seeks shelter for homeless

By MAURICE WEAVER
STAFF WRITER

ackie Hill of Express
Home Program isa
good Samaritan,

She's a surrogate
mother, a positive role model,
and a conduit for vital
information on training and
assistance for society’s
underdogs.

Since 1988, Hill has
converted her modest home
in Maywood into a halfway
house for homeless or
pregnant teens who need a
place to stay.

“I want to work with
everybody. But people like
me who work day-to-day with
homeless people, the
churches don't reach out to,”
she said

At present, Maywood
doesn’t have a homeless
shelter. Mayor Joe Freelon
said some churches in the
village offer shelter, but an
organized facility does not
exist

"I would like to see
Maywood do something for
the homeless," he said, “Any

place that we can find open,
we will call and make
provisions."

Hill said she has presented
the mayor with a proposal for
a viable homeless program
for Maywood and
surrounding communities.

“We can no longer put
blinders on and act as if there
is no problem in the western
suburbs,"” she said.

Hill envisions a homeless
committee that would set up
a plan for fund
disbursements, as well as the
criteria for emergency
funding to a particular family
or individual. Another
component would provide
motivational training and
services to the head of a
household in order to regain
a positive and productive
status in the community,

To see firsthand how badly
‘people are in need of help, all
one has to do is look at Hill's
dining room table, which is
filled with overdue electric
and telephone bills. She said
she averages between 10 and
15 calls a day from
distraught, depressed,
addicted or battered people.

“The majority of kids I see
are 18 (years and younger)
and pregnant. Social service
agencies won't have anything
to-do with them,"” she said.

At Proviso-Leyden
Council for Community
Action, inquiries about
homeless shelters are given
the highest priority, said
Luther Manning, vice
president of program
operations.

“We do things
immediately. We put them
up at the Chicago Ameriean
Hotel on Mannheim Road,”
he said. “We also network
with shelters in Chicago,
Elgin, all over.”

PLCCA no longer
provides transportation for
the homeless. .

“We used to get funding
from our parent
(organization), the
Community Economic
Development Association,
for bus tokens," said

PLCCA gives
homeless priority

Manning. He said there is a
lengthy waiting list for
affordable housing.

Needs help

Jackie Hill of Express
Home Program is’
hopeful that someone .
will read about the need
for housing for homeless
people and will call her at
450-1500 offering a
basernent apartment or
an extra room.

“I need money to buy ,
people food and
clothing,” she said “Last
week, I placed four
people from Bellwood,
two from Forest Park and
a Broadview
homeowner.”

While Deverin checks information on the
HealthDyne recorder, a device which records
the vital signs of her unborn child, Jackie Hill

ale, 1.

Jonathan Sweeney/Pioncer Press

(right) contacts a hospital with the informa-
tion and entertains Deverin's daughter, Roy-

They’re tired of
being on the street

By MAURICE WEAVER
STAFF WRITER ;
enee and Keisha,
bright, precocious
12- and 13-year old
k sisters, are
homeless.

The siblings attend a
Maywood elementary school
during the week and then
catch the el to a Chicago '
shelter in order to beat a 5
p.m: curfew,

“A shelter should have *’
rules, but we can't even play
in the park. We can't have
any visitors,"” said'Keisha.
“We get up at 6 a.m. to eat
breakfast, dinner is at 5 p.m.
and (we're in) bed at 8 p.m.”

There are no homeless
shelters in Maywood.

In the last seven years,
Nenee, Keisha and their
recovering addict mother
have lived at 12 different
shelters in the Chicago area
since relocating from Texas.

Jackie Hill, a homeless
advocate who buys clothes,
food and medicine out of her
own pocket for the needy,
met the family six years ago

| when the girls’ mother

entered a drug rehabilitation
program. :

“I kept them for four
months. When theéir mother
came out, there was a big
problem because the kids
didn't want to leave," said
Hill.

Hill convinced her
neighbor, a single mother
named Aretha, to allow the

girls to move in with her.
Unfortunately, Nenee and
Keisha were accused of
stealing jewelry, destroying
clothes and eating too much
food.

“Aretha threatened to kick
my butt. Nenee jumped in
the fight,” said Keisha.

“They’re tired of being on
the street,” said Hill, who
added that she averages
between 10 and 15 calls a day,
from homeless people in the
western suburbs.

Keisha begins crying
uncontrollably when asked
about her mother. Nenee
tries to console her,

“I believe that it’s all my
mother's fault. She sends her
(Continued on page 88)
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prisoner friend money
instead of us,” said Keisha,
her head bowed. ‘“We have to
borrow money for clothes,
food, even underwear.”

Nenee and Keisha said
their mother’s relatives have
also taken ~advantage of
them.

“Our aunt on Chicago’s
West Side really treated us
bad. She would take our pub-
lic aid money and buy furni-
ture and spend it on her
children,” said Nenee.

When asked what she
misses most about living in
her own home, Keisha
replied: ‘“Nothing. I never
experienced it (a place to call
home) for a good period of
time.”

Keisha said living in a
first-floor apartment at the
Chicago Housing Authority’s
Dearborn complex was much
worse than living on the
streets.

“I remember rats coming
in through the window. We
slept on the floor together,”
she said.

Both Keisha and Nenee
are optimistic about the
future. Keisha said she wants
to grow up and become a
psychiatrist. In June, they
will decide to either stay with
their mother or reside with
an aunt in Maryland.

Deverin is another exam-
ple of a woman in need who
sought Hill’s emergency
assistance.

“In 1991, I was living with
my mother. That was my last
permanent home. She died of
a heart attack that year. I
couldn’t afford to pay rent,”
said Deverin, as she bounced
her l-year-old daughter, Roy-
ale, on her knee.

At the time, Deverin had
been on disability for eight
years with bipolar disorderly,
commonly known as manic
depression. Deverin had no
other option but to move in

with an older sister in May-
wood.

“She charged me $300 a
month for rent. I was making
$475 a month in a full-time
job as a medical technician,
and I was seven months
pregnant,” said Deverin.

Deverin’s doctor had taken
her off medication for her
mental disorder when she
found out that she was preg-
nant. A four-month stay at
Loyola University Medical
Center was followed by an
additional month of testing at
the University of Illinois at
Chicago.

Deverin said she made
close to 50 telephone calls to
area social service agencies.
Often, she was told about
waiting lists and require-
ments of marriage with no
children to qualify for help.
At wits end, Deverin decided
to move into a 10 x 12 room
in another sister’s house,
where she was denied access
to the refrigerator, constantly
picked on and forced to pay
half the mortgage.

After six months of being
turned down by a variety of
social service agencies, she
found Hill's listing in the yel-
low pages.

“1 talked to Jackie,” she
said. “She helped me get a
studio apartment.”

Deverin only stayed in
that apartment for five
weeks. She said her room-
mate, another single mother,
was too disruptive.

“It was not a nurturing
environment. I was threat-
ened in my own home,” she
said.

Good news came last week
when Deverin learned of a
one-bedroom apartment she
can afford. She plans to take
it after the delivery of her
second child.

“I'm elated,” said Deverin,
who plans to go back to
school and become a physi-
cian’s assistant.
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H Aslde from working together to provide '

shelter, food bnd clothing for five of thelr,
i elpht children, Maywood residents Jackie'
' Hill end Michael Bosby are helping homeless

* people In the Western Suburbs to get off the
Cstieets and onto. thelr lccl bolh ﬁnnnrlnlly
"iand emotlonally. )

Hill runs the’ F‘npres4 flome Program, a
nonprofit organization which provides guld- !
‘pnce and encourngement to homeless people
so they can makeé better Jived for themselves. 3
4 As exccutlve director of, the organization,
Hill supervises her children Michoel Hender- |
son, 10, Shanlne Stevenson,’ 18, Corey Babin’,
16, Knlky!n N, 13, Jataryla 110, 10, and’
8 monlh old Ebonlque .Bosby, whn are her
staff of volunteers. They visit shelters on hol-
Idays, collect clothing, locate nffordable hous-- .
Ing In the arca, provide job tralning and nnd

¥ employment for their clients!' ! '~"

,‘ Bosby, when he Is not working hs 1 filin
processor, hung Joynt Produc!lons Nclwmk
— Express Home' s' ““only . tontributor.’
Through his orgnnlmllon. {Iosby arranges
and promoles musical coucclls‘ soclnl evcnls
and educationnl exhibitlons,

Bosby's company has two l\m( ‘tlons: It pro-
vides financlal backing for’ Hill's program; ']
and it exposes Chichgo’ area tnlent Lo nudi-
ences they mlgh! not ﬂnd lhrougi‘ lhc‘r uwn

_cfforls.

“It's klnd of a lllll( ue situntion hccnusc
it's not one thing. It's ‘
the nth(t You're dolng something you love

s and you res helping lhc,romelru,' Dosby: .
- gaid, “"Fveryonte Who comed Into the vrganiza- ¢
tion understnnds that thelr thne In donaled. .
The onlyllhlnk We ‘guaranice Is. he,cxpo-
sure,’ 3oy

Al pmcc‘cdq from JPH- sponsmcd cvcnls i
“ar¢ donaled lo Home Exprbss.” ¢ "

“We do not recclve state funds. Everything ;
wé do !s oul bl our pockels and off our kids'
backs,"”

oty .

wewt through n’w::iu-h'r ‘
,and

: ...:'tr--" e o

f don’t, because it 5 siot one man's
probiem. Being homeless Is &
- gtaté of mind. If you are Hv-

ike one hand washes ,, them pot

i sald. “I'm trylng to slow down. .Tlmls not true,"
(on thé mimbed of people Ilclpcd) becpuse 14 ' Necnuse of "nlsi thert'l$ n m.'d for Indi-

" ity moved, M *mf lebﬂvcs
. *To me, I t?! ¥
know what it f ga
have my own homhe, w
stuek with » gl 8 r fai
that; reln &
m ’aﬂ rerﬂn fier '
nuncnh
% ing certter.

ports his wife's -
eﬂoﬁs Iealu helping nm-

. ﬂ)ﬂ said she and her hus-
band are currently working to
enugh money to buy a

, somiewhere in Pro-.
"viso Townghiip, and convert it .
into a shelter and job ftrain-
i1t stressed there ':
s an urgent nced for a $ub-’
urban homcl'-ss shcltcr slnce

ing umfer a roof snd you
donl own_ i, you sre home-
ss too, because sf any !!me

n% cah !cﬂ yo!
gc( out,”™ Bl said. “You ﬂ

know what's going !o hap'el
tomorrow, and evcrybody Bet-

ter start waking up and rﬂ#
hlng thal." . 48 ) a
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Since 1980, Hill has recelved 1,280 applica-
tlons from Immclcss people wlshlng to tnke
advantage of her services. Of that number,
678 recelved job troining and 409 eventually

I became employed. Hl also placed 285 of the !
total number of applicants In shelters and

343 In tempornty housing, and helped secure
permanent housing for 818 npplicants. ()
Initlally, 11111 sald she rcernited applcants * S
from the streets and shelters in Chlcago.
Now people In need find her elther through'

s wonl of mouth or In the telephone book. o

Express Home I8 the off shoot of another :
program Hill began In 1085 to help veterans
find jobs and sffordable housing In Proviso
Township. Hill, who worked in speclal Inves-
tigotions with the US. Alr Force, did shmilar | !
work when she was stationed In Misawa,:!
;Japan. But Hill soon discovered that veterans |
wcte not the ones who needed help the most.’

¢ “1 started noticing homeless people on the
street, and 1 thought mnyht- 1 can help them !
by mmllfyhng my program,” she said. “1 felt 1
had to dd something. 17 they had a little bit !
" of help, they could get back on thelr feet.” "

Hill snys she Is only Interested In helping !
“people who want to thange thelr attitudes
and behavior patternd so they can bccome
sclf suflicient. L DAL SN

“(Many homeless people) (lhln't Jnsl get in
that predicnment. But by the time they get to
a sheller, \h('y nre $o down on themsclves,"

- 1N sald. “They nre so down on the system,/

which they should be, But 1 tiy lo stress to
{o wait on the sysleuul Yo gan't,

help yourself, T can't help you™ ™° '

_Hill said a Jack of funding nnd commit-
ment lo established fachlitles for the home-
~less are major reasons Wwhy so many |n(~u|||c i
" fall throuph the ciacks of the system. She
explained that homeless peojle come from
all walks  of ch and all giligational back-
grounds. ' -
i+ “You can't pul them I A culegory ond say |
everybody who is homr-lc?l! £} !hc same.

she sal
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